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Dear James 
 
Long-term empty properties and Scotland’s Empty Homes Partnership 
 
We continue to face challenging times together as the health, social and economic effects of 
COVID-19 continue to have difficult and significant impacts on people and communities 
across Scotland.  The Scottish Government is working to mitigate the consequences of this 
for people and our work, including in housing and on our work progressing changes, 
improvements and updates to our work on empty homes. 
 
Given the Committee’s long-standing interest in this work and the Inquiry into Empty Homes 
undertaken in the last year, I wanted to update you on what we are doing as a result of 
changed priorities and in reacting to COVID-19 and its implications. 
 
As you know, I welcomed the Committee’s interest and our shared view of the value of the 
work undertaken by the Empty Homes Partnership and our network of dedicated Empty 
Homes Officers.  Accordingly, in giving evidence and responding to the Committee’s work, I 
made a number of commitments to review, adapt, deliver and to update the Committee on 
our work on empty homes. 
 
Prioritising COVID-19 crisis and recovery work means that we are currently unable to take 
forward our work on empty homes as we had intended.  However, the work of the Empty 
Homes Partnership continues and we will continue to provide financial and oversight support 
for this work.  But the current circumstances limit the degree to which the work can be further 
developed. 
 
However, this work will continue to be important and will support our people and 
communities to recover.  I wanted therefore to assure you of two things. 
 
Firstly, we are working with Shelter, who deliver the Partnership, to maintain the capacity of 
the Empty Homes Officer network by looking to reallocate funds previously earmarked to 
support new Officers.  This work is affected by changed priorities at local level and we are 
unlikely to make the progress we had hoped this year.  Meantime, some officers who would 
be moving to permanent adoption and employment are at risk of being lost to the network as 
contracts come to an end and the organisations that support them are engaged on other vital 
work. 
 
We are changing our existing financial support, within the existing budget, to make funds 
available to support their continued employment, maintain certainty for the individuals 
involved and also to maintain skills and capacity in the network to ensure we are best placed 
to support the recovery phase. 



 

 
I hope that the Committee agrees this is a sensible approach to supporting the key asset for 
empty homes work – the skilled people who deliver for us at local level.  This makes use of 
funds which might otherwise go unused as other work cannot be taken forward as planned. 
 
Secondly, I remain strongly committed to our Empty Homes work and would intend, as soon 
as we are able and as we emerge from the current crisis, to return to our development of this 
work, including revisiting commitments made to the Committee and to consider any changes 
required to meet the new priorities we will all face as Scotland recovers.   
 
I will of course keep the Committee updated. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


